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Politics 
If Bundestag elections would have been held on January 3, the CDU/CSU would have received 35% of the vote, the SPD 
22%, the Green Party 12%, the FDP 12%, the Left Party 12%, and all other parties combined 7%. (Forsa. 12/28/09) 

Election year 2009 resulted in a considerable increase in new members for the FDP and the Green Party, while the 
membership of the CDU and the SPD continued to decline. The membership of the FDP increased 10% to 72,000, that of 
the Green Party to 48,000. At the end of November, the CDU had 523,000 members (minus 6,000) and the SDP 513,000 
(minus 9,300). (Frankfurter Rundschau, 12/30/09) 

Germans have less confidence in their politicians and the economic system than any time since 1945. Seventy percent 
say they had no confidence in politicians, managers, and the German social security system. Twenty percent are so 
pessimistic that they call for a "change of the system" with respect to democracy and the market economy. (Bertelsmann 
Foundation. Major papers, 12/28/09) 

Economy 
The unemployment rate rose by 0.2% to 7.8% in December. A total of 3.276 million people were out of work. (The 
Federal Labor Office. 01/05/10) 

With an average inflation of 0.4% in 2009, inflation in Germany has reached a record. In 2008, the average rate was 
2.8%. (Major papers, 12/30/09) 

The number of full-time jobs in Germany has declined over the past few years. There existed 22.4 million full-time jobs in 
Germany in 2008, a decline of 5.7% or 1.36 million fewer jobs than in 1999. The number of part-time employees rose in 
the same period by 1.3 million to 5 million, an increase of 36%. (Sueddeutsche. 12/17/09) 

The 2010 budget plan puts spending at 325.4 billion euros, a 7.3% increase on this year's planned outlay of 303.3 billion.  
It foresees new borrowing of 85.8 billion euros, about 48 billion more than this year and the largest figures since WW II.  
(Major papers, 12/17/09) 

The number of German businesses filing for bankruptcy was up 11.2% in the first nine month of this year.  From January 
to September, a total of 24,717 companies filed for bankruptcy. (Federal Statistical Office. Major papers, 12/09/09) 

Society 
Thirty-four percent of those interviewed advocate for an increase in German forces in Afghanistan, while 51% say the 
Bundeswehr should be withdrawn as soon as possible. Skepticism about the mission is greater in eastern than in 
western Germany.  Fifty-seven percent of eastern Germans and 50% of western Germans favor a withdrawal. (Leipziger 
Volkszeitung, 12/31/09) 

The number of asylum seekers coming to Germany rose by 24% to 25,429 this year. Most came from Iraq (6210), 
Afghanistan (3012) and Turkey (1328). (Interior Ministry. Major papers, 12/24/09) 

Germany has cut 27% of its carbon dioxide emissions since 1990. Under the Kyoto agreement Germany committed itself 
to cut 21% of carbon dioxide emissions by 2012 compared to 1990 levels. The German government recently committed 
itself to cut 40% of carbon dioxide emissions by 2020 compared with 1990, regardless of what other countries are doing.   
(Sueddeutsche. Major papers, 12/23/09) 

In 2008, more than half a million Germans lived abroad. The majority of Germans live in Switzerland (203,000), Spain 
(182,000) and Austria (120,000). (Federal Statistical Office. Tagesspiegel, 12/18/09). 

Thirty-six percent of Germans said they have “great concerns” that Islam is spreading too much in German society, 39% 
are slightly concerned and 22% do not worry about it. (Deutschlandtrend. Major papers, 12/11/09) 

Ten percent of Germans believe they will be better off next year (down 4% compared to November 2008), 56% said they 
think nothing would change (down 2%), and 33% believe the economic situation would get worse (up 6%). 
(Deutschlandtrend. Major papers, 12/11/09) 
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