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Politics 
If Bundestag elections would have been held on March 29, the CDU/CSU would have received 34% of the vote, the SPD 
24%, the Green Party 10%, the FDP 16%, the Left Party 11%, and all other parties combined 5%. (Forsa. 03/25/09) 

Economy 
Average gross earnings of all employees in Germany rose in 2008 rose by 2.3% to € 27,754. The increase in earnings 
was slightly below the inflation rate of 2.6%. When determining average earnings for the overall economy (gross wages 
and salaries per employee) in national accounts, all groups of employees are covered – including persons in minor 
employment as well as managers and public officials. Employers’ social contributions are not included. (Federal 
Statistical Office. 03/19/09) 

The level of average consumption expenditure in Germany is considerably lower than in the United States of America. 
Expenditures were € 17,073 per inhabitant in Germany in 2008 compared with € 22 457 in the United States. Households 
in Germany increased their consumption expenditure by more than 15% in 2008 against 2000 at current prices (2008 
compared with 2007: +2.1%). In the U.S. the corresponding rise was nearly 50% (2008 against 2007: +3.6%). Price 
adjustment, i.e. eliminating the different price developments in the two countries, does not substantially affect this 
research result. While private consumption expenditure per inhabitant rose only by a total 2.1% in Germany in the years 
2000 to 2008, the corresponding increase was 13.9% in the United States. (Federal Statistical Office. 03/13/09) 

German medium and small-sized businesses want to retain and even expand their permanent staffs, for instance, in the 
pharmaceutical and IT sectors. Seventy-one percent of the companies with a staff of up to 500 do not plan to reduce its 
staff in the coming months, while a majority of companies with more than 1,000 employees are being forced to reduce 
staff. (German Chamber of Commerce and Industry. Die Welt, 03/06/09) 

Orders for machinery and factory and equipment fell by 42% during January, compared to a year ago. 25,000 job cuts 
are expected in this industry this year. Domestic orders fell 31%; orders from other countries fell by 47%. (VDMA. Major 
papers, 03/05/09). 

The unemployment rate rose to 8.6% in March (February: 8.5%), with 3.586 million people out of work. (Federal Labor 
Agency. 03/31/09) 

Society 
6.73 million foreigners are permanently living in Germany. This is a decline of 0.3% compared to the figures from 2007. 
The largest group of foreigners are Turks, even though their share dropped from 1.69 to 1.5 million because an 
increasing number of Turks are naturalized. (Federal Statistical Office. Major papers, 03/24/09) 

Carbon dioxide emissions in Germany dropped by 20% in 2008 to 205 million tons compared to the figures from 1990. 
Compared to 2007, carbon dioxide emissions dropped by 1.2%, mostly due to the increased use of renewable energies. 
(Tagesspiegel, 03/20/09) 

Sixty-seven percent of Germans do not think that managers and politicians are managing the current economic and 
financial crisis well. Sixty-three percent said they were dissatisfied with the performance of politicians and 47% said they 
were dissatisfied with the work of the unions in this crisis. But 72% of the interviewed said they have great confidence in 
the work of mayors in villages and communities. (Bertelsmann. Die Welt, 03/10/09) 

Forty-three percent of all households (16.9 million) are in owner-occupied houses or dwellings in Germany at the 
beginning of 2008. That share has remained nearly constant since 2003, whereas it was 40% ten years earlier. (Federal 
Statistical Office. 03/09/09) 

The number of registered abortions in Germany was about 114,500 in 2008, a decrease of about 2,400 (–2.0%) 
compared with the previous year. The number of registered abortions in the fourth quarter of 2008 was about 26,700, a 
decrease of 6% compared with the corresponding quarter of the previous year. (Federal Statistical Office, 03/09/09) 

Eighty-one percent of respondents believe the worst of the economic and financial crisis is still to come and that the 
situation will deteriorate. Fifty-three percent are worried about the safety of their savings and 40% are afraid that they 
could lose their jobs. Two-thirds of Germans are missing a clear policy of the government to counter the current crisis. 
Thirty-six percent are satisfied with the government's performance. (DeutschlandTrend. Major papers, 03/06/09) 
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